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Tools for Studying God's Word

Summertime can be very
hectic with lots of family PURPOSE

activities.  But the longer o Study to know God through His Word not just gain knowledge about the Bible.

days also give us a greater . . . . . o . .
opportunity to spend time In getting started it more important that you be consistent in spending time in God’'s Word than necessarily getting

. k through huge portions of Scripture. Pick a book to begin with like the Gospel of John or the Psalms and read a chapter or
in God’s Word. | want to even a few verses each morning before you start you day.

urge each of you to seek to

grow in your relationship | [ PRAYER
with God by knowing Him *  Thank God for the gift of His Word.
through His Word. Here

are some basic tools that
can help you. ' Ask God to show you more of Himself through His Word.

Ask God for insight into understanding and applying His Word.

UNDERSTANDING
Pastor Drew
Immediate Context: Read the verses immediately preceding and following the passage

Broader Context: Scan the surrounding chapters.
Scriptural Context: Identify any Old Testament quotes and check their context.

Cross References: Look up cross referenced verses that deal with similar subjects of words for better
understanding of the scope of scripture on the passage you are studying.

Comprehension: Look up words you don't understand to discover the range of possible meaning.

Comprehension: Ask the questions who, what, where, when, why, how concerning the passage.

Comprehension: Look for logic indicators in the text such as since, then, therefore, but, also. Follow the logical train
of thought regardless of the verse or chapter break.

Discernment: Examine the details of the passage though the lens of the broader theme. Don't read into the text
something you are looking for, rather allow God’s Word to speak to you.

APPLICATION

Ask what does this passage tell me about God, myself, and others?

Are there any sins to be confessed or avoided?

Are there commands to be obeyed?

What truth from this passage can | apply to my life and relationships?

RESOURCES
Online Tools: www.studylight.org and live.e-sword.net are great resource websites with bible reference tools.

Bible Software: www.e-sword.net has a free Bible study suite called the Sword Project that is available for many
computer platforms. It includes numerous commentaries, bible dictionaries and Bible translations including the ESV
(English Standard Version) for free.

Study Bible: One of the best tools is a good Study Bible with background notes and cross reference scripture
linking. The ESV Study Bible, NIV Study Bible, MacArthur Study Bible, Life Application Study Bible are some excellent
options.

Commentaries: A reliable commentary can shed additional light on a passage. The Bible Knowledge Commentary
by Walvoord & Zuck, The Believers Bible Commentary by William Mac Donald, Matthew Henry Commentary, Adam
Clark’s Bible Commentary, and the John MacArthur Bible Commentary are some good options to explore. f




Ages 12 & up
Cost $61 — includes range balls, golf cart,
prizes and all you can eat meal. $40 non-
refundable deposit due no later than August 8

SUNDAY, JULY 19 at
10:15AM

Join us as we worship
outside in God’s beautiful
creation and stay for a
potluck barbecue lunch
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afterward! Invite your
neighbors!!
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Our team has won 2 out of 2
games!! They are doing great
and we have a very big
cheering section. Join us!!
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Trek across e desert!
July 20 - 24

Dig into Vacation Bible School with FBCE and be a part of kids uncovering the treasures of God’s truth.
As the kids dig into God’s Word, they will learn to obey the Ten Commandments and come to understand
that Jesus is the power by which we live. We would love to have you join us to help guide the students
on this adventure through an archeological dig. Sign up to volunteer or register your children at t he
Information Center or go to our website, www.fbceve rgreen.com . We are looking for the following
donations for decorations: brass pieces, large vases, scarves, colorful fabric, copper pieces, wooden
decorative ladders, old pottery (for artifacts), and costume jewelry.

Contact DeeAnn Lemmons at 303-679-8118

VBS Prep Nights
Every Wednesday at 6pm
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